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MoxpaY, Magcu 8—Iu continsation. . |™ mwm.- Im t,

Several amendaients having been discussed snd disposed | Chase, Clarks, Clay, , Davis, of Massschusetts,
or.umam— of Wiseonsin, Ewing, Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Man-
M:. FOO It is nearly haif past three o'clock. We m‘ﬂbf s r‘ult.hlnlﬂll,hh

are human beings ; we must eat; we must refresh ourselves. Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, Walker,
1 move thattbe Benate tske u rocess uniil five o’clock. A Wg‘““ 1, ;
a‘!'dul. N. Bn-d‘uéiuu.ltu’ﬂoul- ¥y Gum 00T [h,l g ‘&L . ldf Mmm..gh
CLA 'ﬂa. nﬂl." words *¢ rt of,” ! word
:,': roo-}:'n, 1; .m”'.,“ cuseh o 44 river ” the word *¢in,” -ouw':-p it read, **for removing

postpone the further considera-
tian of the bill uatil six o'cledk this evening.
Mr. WALKER. [ call for the and nays.

The and were
Mr.: Om_rb“ 1hink my constituents will blame
of 'the Chair whe-

me fore my dinger. !
u-.s'ggﬂmm. Twish to
ther, if w take u vocess, ‘this same will come ap as a
matter of course whan we re-assemble
Mr. BELL. . Yuﬂ-wn-ﬁn::.
e it will comerup o A u.-l'&..miu‘f
ate, it 3
‘pone be: agreed be, it will ea motioh ¢o take up the bill.
iThe question being'taken by yeas and meys on the motion,
] follows : |

'Chrmrc'il-rte.'(}h h s iﬂf&“&%mﬁ%ﬁ:
s e e By e, s B
ul, Sebastien m%’. Buhﬁ. Sp!:;m,'adw-

oaml, y Seward
wawod, Upham, Wiales, Walker—32.

8o the motion was rejected.
h:lr. YULBE. T move to amend the bill by adding at the

of it:

“No -of the s autherized by this act shall
go into ‘until md’w‘bendt for the publie'debt
shall have been-paid-and -cancelled. ;

I sk for the yess and nays on the amendment.

}'ojbe yaumd’ nays were ordered, -and being taken resylted
as follows ;

YEAS—Memre. Atchison, Butler, Clemens, Davis, of
Mississippi, 'Dawson, Downs, Foote,;Mouston, Hunter, King,
Mason, Morton, "Norris, Rhett, Seule, Sturgeon, Turney,

Walker, and'¥ulee~19,
, Baldwin; Bell, Berrien, Borland,

B Nh Chlmea:;ke Cooper: Massashn
right, se, vis, of Ma setts,
 Dieki f Blt:ge, of Iowa, Ewing,

Felch, Gn L S ooy Sk g e ey
‘elch, iller, Pearce,
Phoz?lbl'mmd, m Sh&ﬁl’?‘spmnc;,' Under-
wood, Upham, and’ Wales—31.

So the amendment was rejected.

Mr. FOOTE. [ move to amendrthe bill by adding :

“No part of the lrprowlltim authorized by this act
shall ge into effect until all the outstanding Londs for the pub-
lie debt shall have been paid and cancelled, unless it be such
portions thereof as are based upon official estimates, and are
of a mational character,”

Mr. MABON -called for the yeas and nays,

They were ordered, and being taken resulted as follows :

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Clemens, Daris, of
Mississippi, ‘Dawson, Dickinson, ‘Bowns, Foote, lhmfin,
{E‘En i t:l;n, Merton, Norris, Bi-u.-u, Somle, Sturgeon, and

er—17.

NA¥3—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Borland,
Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis, of ,
ahulouw ‘of Wisconsin, Dodge, of lowa, Ewing,
Feleh, ne, ston, Jones, Mangum, Pearce, FPhelps,
Pratt, Rentoul, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Un-
derwood, Upham, and Wales—52,

Bo the amendment was rejected, ‘

Mr. DICKINSON. I hope that by unanimous consent a
recesé will be taken until six o'clock. T believe it will ad-
vaoce bueiness.

Beveral BgxaTons. Oh, no.

Mr. CLAY. [ object.

Mr. DICKINSON. The Sonator can ohject after I get
through. I believe.mwe shall be better gualified to attend to
business, and better fitted to endure a long sitting by taking
a recese, than ? continuing without one.

Mr. FOOTE. To accomplish the object of my friend
from New Vork, I move to postpone the further considerstion
of the bill umil six o’clock. :

Mr. SEWARD. [ call for the yeas and nays.

l'Il'he yeas und nays were ordered, and being taken were as
ollows:

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Berrien, Bradbury, Bright, But-
ler, Cass, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs,
Foote, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton,
Norris, Rhu:,%mlc,ﬂumn, T , and Yulee—23,
CE‘:YS-M.' Ba Uh.n‘ld!";:.; ell, Mﬁ.d;k Chase,

rEe, 1 GWPU'- \ ssachusetts, inson
Dodge, ot Wissonas of Iows, Ewing, Feich, Greene,

oty Mg Moy Soren, tre Post, Sanion
ewn e mi ce, Underwood, m,
Wales, and Wﬂ..l' . i e

8o the motion was not sgreed to.

Mr. MABON. 1 have an amendment to propose. I think
it has become apparent that it ia the purpose of the majority
to authorize the expenditure of the public money for the im-
provement of rivulets and atreams the character of which is
not known to the couatry. But I presume it is not the pur-
rm of that m}oﬂg‘h authorize the expenditure of the pub-

ic money beyond the Hmits of the United States. I propose

to limit the expenditure of the appropriation lo remove ob-
structions'from the Rio Grande to !E:: part of the river which
lies within the limits of the United States, by adding :

** But the expenditure of this sum is to be confined to ob-
structions in said river within the limits of the United States.”

The treaty with Mexico defines the boundary of the Uni-
ted States to be the middle of that tiver. The provision
‘which the amendment is intended to affect authorizes the re-
‘moval of obstructions from that river, and the amendment is
4o confine the expenditure to the limits of the United States.

Mr. FOOTE. Iam rather inclined to think my friend
from V| made 3 mistake ip regard to a fact, which be
has -l;loid. Hcmm to rlrloohk' thg. &ei: which lrlhi.nt
most obvious. at the present time, that there is a sort of gen-
eral ing that in the course of a few months the
whole of that portion of Mexico will be annexed to the Uni-
ted States.

Mr, MABON. In reference to that I would say, ** suffi-
cient for the day is the evil thereof.” At .Pre-nt the boun-
dary of the Uhited States is the middle of the Rio Grande,
and the bill suthorizes the expenditure any where in that

river.
¢ Rio Grande river, Texas.”

Mr. BELL.

Mr. BORLAND. [ would gall attention to the words of
the bill. They are : ¢ For the removal of the obstruction in
the Rio Grande river, Texas, $35,700.”
" Mr. FOOTE. The reading of the bill actually makes it
worse. It will be seen that its framers locate the whole Rio
Grande river, in Texas. We ought to correct the geogra-
Fhlulmimh.nuyhcw. y we do not wish to legislate
or the purpose of on the Mexican terrilory, by saying
that the Rio Grandeis in Texas, when partof it is in Mexico.
I think that, in comity to the people of Mexico, we ought
not Lo seize be whole river, although there scems to be a
‘manifest disposition here to monopolize it.

Mr, BUTLER. 1 presume the appropriation is intended
for 1he improvement of the Texan side of the river. Now,
0o nation would allow you to dig a channel on your side of
'the river, and throw the eand banks on their side. Such s
proposition woald not be heard of, unless we assume power
on the d of war,

Mr. FOOTE. It would be cause of war.

Mr. EWING. We can take the snage out.

. Mr. BUTLER. But if you take the snags out it may
disturb the - whole river. A Roman emperor suid that the
dlmh.fw one inch of ground was equsl to s dispute for the
w v

Mr. BGTLER. This proposition is an illustration of the
whole bill. It has not been: msturely v Ithas
been forced upon Congress at.a time when there was no op-
portunity to consider it. [t locates the Rio Grande within
tbe United States. Such an
offensive to any nation, and

gis would pot. permit Bouth Carolina to interfere without
M. BERRIEN. You have no right to the Savannah
nver, {

Mr. BUTLER. A friend mys we have no right to the

Sevannah river. We take the right. The truth is, that
on  this subjest. ButI

The amendment was rejected. - _
Mr. FOOTE. I move to insert afier the words ‘Rio
Grande river,” the words *¢the consent of Mexico first

2

|

not-lo interfeve with the meigh-

huﬁ resulied : :
AS—Messrs, Atchinson, Beriien, Bradbury, Clemens,
Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Foom‘ unter, Ma-
son, Morton, N Soule, and Sturgeon—14.

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davis, of Massachusetts, Diskin-
son, of Wisconsin, Dedge, of lowa, Ewing, Felech
G Jones, Mapgum, Millér, Pratt, R-nmul'.
Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Underwood, Wales,
and Walker—30,

8o the motion was rej
. Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. [ move, in the two hundred
and thirteenth line, to strike out the word ** Texas ” and io-
sert *“in New Mexico,”’ #0 as to make the clause read—

¢ For removing the obstructions in the Rio Grande river,
in New Mexico, $25,700.”

I do not propose to strike out any portion of the dollars
connected with this item, but merely to strike out the words
*“in Texas,” and insert * in New Mexico.” I propose that,
ifthe Benate insist on spending that number of dollars, they will
at least expend it where they have a right to do s0, and where
they will not do it for the mere p! of expending money
in violation of the treaty obligations existing between the
United Biates and Mexico. [ remarked on Saturday that the
treaty obligations bound ue not to interfere with the Rio
Grande, where it was the boundary between the United States
and Mexico. The Seuate have just decided that they would
not ask the consent of Mexico before eding with the im-
provement of the Rio Grande. This isa new mode of an.
nulling the obligations of a treaty—a majority of the Senate
overruling that which wss done by two-thirds of the Senate.
In order that this matter may be fairly understood I send 1o
the Becretary the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and I ask him
to read the 7th article of it ;

The SxcreTary accordingly read the article, as follows :

“ The river Gila and the part of the Rio Bravo del Norte
lying belqw the southern boundary of New Mexico being,
agreeably’to the fifth article, divided in the middle between
the two blics, the navigation of the Gila and of the Bravo
below said boundary shall be free and common to the vessels
and citizens of both countries ; and neither shall, without the
consent of the other, conatruct any work that may imp=de or
interrupt, in whole or in part, the exercise of thYl right, not
even for the purpose of favoring new modes of navigation, Nor
shall any any tax or contribution, under any denomination or
title, be lerﬂd upon vessels or persons mv'Eing the same,
or upon merechandise or effects transported » except in

the case of landing upon one of their shores. If, for the pur-
of making the said rivers navigable, or for maintaining
them in such state, it should be necessary or advantageous to
establish any tax or contribution, this shall not be done without
the consent of both Governments.
% The stipulations eontuined in the present article shall not
1%1"“%0! cights of either republie within its estab-
li limits, " s
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Thus it will be seen that we
are very closely restricted. We are even prevented from in-
trodacing new modes of navigation, and confined to the strict-
est and sternest neutrality on that river. When the proposi-
tion wae made to the Senate either to admit or deny the obli-
gations of the treaty, I could not vote to deny them. Iknew
there was a treaty obligation in rezard to the matter. I knew
of no mode of getting rid of that treaty obligation, and I can-
not understand the opposition of those who refuse to agree
that such improvements shall only be made with the consent
of Mexico. This [ know, that this will lessen the number
of Congressional districts involved in the bill. I will not at
present iry to reduce the appropriation, but will try the amend-
ment first.
Mr. BRIGHT, The clause of the treaty which bas been
read escaped my attention. I think it presenis a question
well wortby the consideration of the Senate. The reading of
the treaty shows most conclusively that the United States have
no power whatever to interfere with the navigation of that
river without the assent of Mexico. It isa treaty stipulation
that the United States shall not alter the navigation of that
river. 'When Benalors come to consider the treaty, I think
theygwill decide that a very important question is involved in
thie, and that we ought to be careful how we make this ap-
propriation. I voted against the amendment of the Senator
from Mississippi, (Mr. Foors,) and [ shsll certainly change
my vote if [ have an opportunity of doing so. I therefore
move to reconsider the vote rejecting the amendment offered
by the Benator fram Mississippi.
Mr. BADGER, I suppose that would not be in order
while another question is pending.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 'I withdraw my smendment
for the motion of the Benator from Indiana. '
The PRESIDING OF FICER, (Mr. Nonmis in the chair. )
The question is on the motion of the Benator from Indiana 1o
reconsider the vole rejecting the amendment of the Benator
from ssippi was to add the words, ** the consent
of Mexico first being obteined.” :
Mr. RANTOUL. Can it be of the slightest use to this
nation, or any part of it, to load this bill with words which are
a mere surplusaga if they are put in ?  The treaty of Mexico
is the law of the land. If we make an sppropriation antho-
rizing the Executive to improve a certain river, he isto do it
in conformity with existing laws, until those laws shall be
changed. Most assuredly this clause does not set aside the tréaty
with Mexico, or any partef that treaty. ' It will stand where
it was. Jiﬁﬁwm‘l&uﬂm be no need, therefore, of
utting intot w money is to be expended incon-
Elrmlly with the treaty. There has been no intimation that
it is 1o be otherwise expended. i
Mr. MABON.. [ submit tothe Senator from Massschusetts
that, if Congress direct ‘the money to be for the
removal of obstructions in the Rio Grande, in it pot'mande-
tory on the Executive officers to execute the law, and to re-
move these obstruétions, no matter in what part of the
river they may be found ? ;
Mr. RANTOUL. [ have not the slightest dificulty in
snswering the Senator from Virginia. This law authorizes
the Executive to do a ceriain thing. It may be done in such
a way as to violste the treaty with Mexico ; it mey be done
in such a way as to conform o the treaty with Mexico. How
jg it to be construed ?

tended to set pre-existing laws. A enag is an obstruc-
tion, Can we not take up a snagin the Rio Grande without
violating the treaty with Mexico ! . The Execulive is not
authorized 1o violate the treaty. That is my auswer to the

Senator.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from Massa-
chasetts argues this question as though the Rio Grande were
a river similar to other rivers. He talks about the capaecity
to remove sasgs from the river. Does not the Senstor
know that there are no trees along that river to make snags ?
Toe jons are of a different character ; they consist of
ledges of rocks and eand banks, Though it may be very
useful to the people of the United States, with their immense
' , to make alterations in that river suited to their
means of navigation, it would not satisfy the Mexicans.
They require pools for their irrigation, which is far more valo-
able than their navigation. If you go to knock away natdral
dams in the stream, and 1o adapt it to steamboats, you tske
away all the pools with which they irrigate their fields. This
S e, e e g ke
1 the ion sleng ¥
has its seasone. ul:umnmmmdumuhm
occurred where a sand bar han stretched scross the siream.
This is of different oharacter from most stresms.

:

would not do it without
the provision in the act of in relation to the matter.
1 will oot atterapt 10 dictate to Mexico in this way.

obstructions in that part of the Rio Grande river in Texss.” | resulted

.L» L2 -."E
. speure the consent of Mexico to_our
=3 r.ﬁﬁmﬂ.

In confornity with the trealy, in | Phe
conformity with pre-existing laws, anless it ‘is obviously in- | W

o,

which this Government acted towards the Republicof Mexieo.
The question then being taken on the motion lo reconsider,

H
ens, Davis, of Mississippi S

Foote, &M"- l_lm;.:r, ing, Muson, Morton, Norris,
NAYS—Mewrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Chase, Clsy, Da-
vin, of Museaahascits, Thodge, of Wikoamin, Ewiee; Groeae;

J ) nnmh Rusk, Seward,
Sgnl:l'l]l. Smith, !l::l?:;c, U ood, Wales, and Walk-

8o the motion was not agreed to.
Mr, HUNTE many here, but [ am not.one
rho believe sewsion terminates at 13 o'elick

amendments of great importance to the appropristion bills,
‘We have but !If alternatives : to take up sppropriation bills
now or have in extra seesion. I therefore move to lay this
bill on the table, and on that motion I ask the yess and nays.

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken resulted
as follows : ;

YEAS—Messrs, Bradbury, Butler, Clemens, Davis, of Mis-
sisippi, Dawson, Downs, Foote, Hale, Hamlin, Houston,
Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, Norris, Rusk, , and

Bnnron—lt

NAYS—Meusrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Borland, Bright,
Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dickin-
20D, of Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Ewing, Feleh,
Greene, Jones, Miller, Phelps, P Rantoul, Seward,
Shields, Smith, Spruance, Underwood, Wales, Walker,
and Whiteomb—29 i

Bo the motion was not agreed lo.

Mr. RUBK. I move to amend the bill by sdding the fol-
lowing ;

Ak Pltr)r the improvement of Galveston and Maugorda bays,
$80,000 each. For the improvement of the navigatiod of the
Trinity, Brasos, and Sabine rivers, in the Sta of Texas,
$30,000 each,”™

After some debate, the question was taken on the amead-
ment, by yeas and nays, and reselted as follows |

YEAS—Mesars, Clemens, Foote, Houston, Marton, Rusk,
Soule, and Turney—¥.
buty, Bright; Ohase, Clackey Clay: Goopet, Davly ot Stas

» Bri arke, % Ty a8
u:h!uutus ltiudﬁ. of Wisconsin, yDod , of Iow‘:, Ewing,
Feleh, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, King, Miller, Pheips, Pratt,
Rantoul, Sewnrd, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Un~-
derwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Yulee—33.

8o the amendment was rejected.

Mr. BOULE: Mr. President, I move toinsert the bllowing
amendment, to come in at the end of the bill :

¢ For deepening the passes of the mouth of the Miissippi
river, one hnndreg mdptl:im thousand dollars.” P

I wish it to be known that I was of the minority who, in
in committee, voted against reporting this bill to the Eenate.
T pride mysell in belonging to that school of strict constriction-
ists who deny the General Government the right of apflying
any portion of the public treasure to such improvemems as
::ﬁh:;m &f a :;::i;;d character, and sach as may be inclided

n those powers necessary to carry out an expess
constitutional grant. I would willingly accept as the basis of
my creed, and as my rule of action with respect to the grave
measure in debate, the doctrine lsid down in Mr. Polk's cele-
brated veto messsge. 'What opinions he there ex
ndopt as my own, and nothing can ever induce me to depart
from the on are . Whenever
the provisions of that bill shall be restrained to such improve-
ments as are either sanctioned by the constant practice of the
Government, from its institution to this day, or fall clearly
within the sphere of such works as are necessary to carry out
a great national object pointedly contemplated by the framers
of the constitution, I will give it my earnest and cordial sup-
Bat I am ined to go no further; and, moreover,
to exert sll my powers and my energies to prevent others from
transgressing that line, which I consider as carrying as far as
they can be safely carried, the limits of fair constitutional con-
struction, In nting this amendment, [ feel nssured that
I remnin within the strict rule which I have just laid down,
It provides for un improvement of ne sectional import, whose
character will not be denied to be such as must remove all
constitutional scruples, It but seeks to carry out the inten-
tions of the National Legislature, as conveyed through the
appropriation made at the last session, in order that surveys
might be made, and the question decided whether or not the
gosaes at the mouth of the Mississippi could be so deepened
as t0 offord n safe and easy entrance into, and egress from
that river, to vessels drawing upwards of eighteen feet of
water. ‘Well, the survey has bzen made, and [ hold in my
hand an sble, comprehensive, and most luminous report on
the practicability of the work for which this appropristion is
asked. And, as I could not lay before the Senate views
more jn point, and more condensed than those presented in
that report, I desire permission to use it in lieu of the speech
which otherwise I would feel compelled to deliver, and to
have it read from the desk of the Secretary.

The SscmETanr proceeded to read the report.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. [ move to dispense with
the reading of the paper. '

M:. FOOTE. [ do not think we can vote understandingly
without hearing it read.

Mr. BOULE. 1 hopethe motion of the Benator from Mas-
sachusetls will not prevail. That report was ordered to ba
ptioted by the Senate, and [ do seriously consider that, unless
the report ‘be read, it is impossible that Benators can vote
understandingly on the amendment.

Mr. BADGER. I riee to a question of order. I under-
stand a question is raised a3 10 the reading of that paper,
which must be decided without debate.

Mr .~ Irise to a point of order also. T under-

-
—

hmmtﬁldmmlmd-n-pnof his speech.
z - I think the Senator from Mussachusetts is not in
r

‘llwng' o dis with its reading. :
Mr. BADGER. lm-mmlgmdlhdhdnnnpﬂl

question.

Mr. BOULE. 1 give notice that the motion, if it pres
vail, will have no effect, for I am determined that the Benate
shall understand the matter ; and if the report be not read by
the Becretary, I shall read it myself. ¢
. Mr. BADGER. The Benstor has no more right ig read
it himself than to have itread. °
Mr. FOOTE. [ eall for the
to dispense with the reading.

. The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, resulted

as follows:
Chage,
of

yeas and naye on the motion

YEAS—Meurs, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Brigh

Clarke, Clay, Cooper Eﬂ of Massachusetts lliulp,
Wisconsia, nffnn, wing, Greene, Hll‘n. Pearce.
Rantoul, Smith, Sprasnce, Underwood, Upham, and

alker
NAYS—Mesars, Berland, Butler, Cass, Clemens, Dawso
Dickinsou, Feléh, Foote, Gwin, Hale, Houston, Hunter,
Masan, Morton, Norris, Rbett, Rusk, Schastian, Seward,
Soule, 1, Turney, and Yolee—23,

Bo the motion was 'not
The SxcasTanr pre
having read some

to.
to read the document, and

f:j“'"“’ Intnmliui residue of the document resd after rw-lr
ournmen make a motion to dispen ith the fur-
ther mdiu(’ll this time. ki

Mr. FOOTE. [s that motion in order ?

Mr. PHELPS. No one listens tait. It can be read ss
well and ouognﬂtlbly after the fourth of March as now.

Mr. FOOTE, A proposition was made to dispense with |
the reading, and it was voted down. !
Mr. COOPER. This is a motion to dispense with the |

fuﬂ’!!l:rmdln.é |
- FOOTE. A partion of it had been read before, when |
lbalnﬂnn'll_ldn‘: "hhllu resding. Il’l‘l:;lll

réally one of the most interesting, and instrtictive, and beau-

tifal re I have ever heard. ;
Mr. BADGER. To those who devite to hear the docu-
ment, 1 beg to sy that thers is so much ** noise and confu-

sion” that we cannot héar one word.

nh;lih Pﬁ‘;ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂzﬂﬂm w(i:'hh Nomnrs in the
r. w ‘q-. the farther reading-

Ithlz-oplniond the Chalr that the motlon can be enter-’
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stand the Senator from Louisiana (o have stated distincly that’

time—
Mr, PHELPS ross and mid : T would recommend te the | P*

\be same proposition, and I trust we may have it read ; it is -

Mr. DAVIE, of MHH&F Has any thing intervened
sigee the vole was taken on q.ﬁ:{

1861.

PRESIDING OFFICER., There bas been the
large part or the document.
VIS, of Mi I think notbing has inter-
ean aliow the question 10 be taken again.
DING OFFICER. Does the Senator appes!
the of the Chair *

of Mi i. [Ido.
PRESIDING OFFICER. A lorge portion of the
boen read. A motion has been made to dis-
pense with the forther reading. The Chair has decided the

motion to be in order, and from that decision the Senator from

g
E

Foiels
gt;h

g

+ were ordered.,
at much leagth on the subject of the

. I understood the Benator from Kentucky,
whom 1 do not see in his seat, (Mr. Crax,) to say this morn-
ing, that when he became satisfied that it wasthe purpose of
8 17 o e bt T ot by it ' 1 ool
to on e, is so! b
ulzamm far gentlemen on that side agreed with
him, and, (o test the matter, I move to lay the bill upon the

!{,KER. Is that in order while there is a ques-

suggested that the motion of
D order, and that the appesl

n that [ presume Benators have
fostuight of it. I take no special interest in the question. I
shall not take issue whether the remainder of the paper shall
be read or mot. There were only two or three pages left, and
it might have been read and re-read while we have been argu-
ing whether it should be read or not. I take but little inte-
rest in the question of reading, because I have read the docu-
ment myself, and presume most others have.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ask the Senstor from
Virginia to state his motion.

Mr. MABON. It was to lay the bill on the table.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I trust I'have nothing so pe-
culiar in my mode of stating-the subject. [ was about to
withdraw the appeal which [ had taken. The Senate have
discussed the question of reading the document until the
whole subject ia dead. If the reading were to commence at
the point where it was interrupted, no one could establish the
connexion between the portion which has been read and that
which remains. The object, therefore, in calling for the read-
ing is lost by the motion of the Benator from Yermont. I
have no desire to bave it read after it has been broken off. [
wanted it read in connexion, when the few pages which were
left would be in comnexion with what has gone before. I
have now no interest in having it read, as that object jias been

The PRESIDENT, The Chair will take the sense of the
Senate upon the question. The Senate had ordered the read-
ing of the document by a vote of the Senate ; that document
was partially read, when s Senalor moved to dispense with
the further reading. It belongs to the Senate to say whether
they will dispense with the reading or not. The question
was raised whether it was proper to make such a motion, and
on the decision of the Chair being announced that it was pro-
per, the Senator from Mississippi trok an sppeal. The yeas
and nays have been ordered on that question, and they cannot
be withdrawn except by the unanimous consent of the Se-
nate. The question is, is the decision of the Chair correct ?

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Before the question is taken,
I wish to put myself right. I say nothing bad intervened,
and part only of the document had been réad when a motion
was made lo dispense with the reading of the remainder. I
hold that as only.a part had been read when the Senate or-
dered the reading of the whole, the decision was not parlia-
mentary,

Mr. CLAY. I thiok it was a parlismentary decision.
When the Benator from North Carolina moved to dispense
with the reading of the report there was no positive order to
read the report, but the Senate overruled the moti-n to dis-
pense with the reading. 8ir, I hope it will be taken down
by the sten ers that the readiog of this report has occu-
pied about one hour of the most precious time that any delib-
erative body ever had. Well, sir, the Senate overruled the
motion to dispense with the reading ; and has not the SBenate
8 Iﬁt‘lo say ot any lime during the progress of the reading
o that they will dispense with the further reading *
T'his s the question, whether, as they refused to dispense with
the g at firsy, they have not the right to say, afier an
hour baa been spent in its reading, they will dispense with
the further reading of the report ?

Mr, FOOTE. I merely wish to say, in perfect good hu-
mor, that really it seems to me nothing should excite us now ;
for we are getting on extremely well and very calmly. [was
about to eay thatif the reporters should note the fact suggest
ed, as it would be going out of their ordinary line to do so, 1
h.lﬁ they will aleo report that the report which was refused
to be read was of a very interesting character and a very scien-
tific one, containing a vast amount of valuable instruction.

Mr. DAVIS, of Missistippi. ' The Senator from Ken-
tucky, (Mr. Crar,) for the second time in this debate, as-
sumes to lecture members of the Benate, because of a course
of ition to_this bill, in which I participate. He first

ised ‘the question of fairness in the assertion’ of a right to
check the majority by the privileges of the minority ; which
involves the considerstion whether the minority are entitled
to parliamentary law or not. 'Who are these rules made for ?
For the stronger ! They need no defence. If not for the mi-
notity they are waste paper. They are made rationally, ne-
cessarily must be made to protect the minority in their rights,
amang which not the lesst is the right to be heard before they
are required to vote. But now a Senator who has wasted
hour afier hour in speaking on petitions, on questions of ra-
ference, and on this bill, tatks about the precious time wasted
in ing the report. Why is time wo precious consumed ?
Becsuse the last hours of the session are wasted by that Sena-
tor and his trained band insisting upon the further considera-

tion of this bill ;
The PRESIDENT, The Senator should not make such

remarks.

Mr. DAVIS, of Missiseippi. [ choose to tell the truth.
That should be in order. EI-“ in order for Senators lo be
lectured for doing what constitutionsl opinions require ? Is it
in order that the minority, who are contending under pariie-
mentary rules for constiutional rights, who are resisting what
they believe to be an encroschment upon principles ss sacred
#8 the preservation of the Union itself, should be rebuked be-
cause they do not passively yield to the dictation of the ma-
Jjority ? f, sir, we live under & Government of fixed law, if
the minority have rights of which the msjority cannot justly
deprive them, | ask where is the propriety of holding those
eensursble who take advantage of the rules made for the's pro-
tection?! Upon what foundation rests the claim of the majo-
rity togovern! In it absolute? Isit a natural right? or is
it conventional ! I say conventional merely. It may be as-
sumed by some that the majority bave a natural right de-
rived from the power, the force which belongs to them. It
doee not follow that the majority have the firce—that they
have the power to coerce the obedience of the minority.
They may or may not have the natural right of the stronger.
The clsim here, 80 far as it i« just, rests upon compact. It is
conventional, sod being conventional is' held subject to every
limitation and restriclion which belongs to the convention.
The msjority here bave power to govern the minority only
secording to t:rlilmnl:ry rules, sccording to the constitution
and laws of the land. I say then that'it is unjust and offen-
sive to arraign the minority because they do not bow with sub-
missive neck to receive the yoke of the mmjority wherever
they choose to impose'it. If this i= a land of freemen ; if
we are worthy of those from whom we derive our political in-

it is not because we are in the minority that we
will sacrifice our rights te dictation, however haughty the die-
wtor may be. If we are legitimate descendants of those
who, when fow and feeble, contested the authority of the proud-
est 'ower upon the globs, and staked their lives, their pro-
perty, and sacred honor on the issue, we can hardly be ex-
cled to ternish so fair @ fame by the abandonment of un-
questionable rights and the safrender of constitational opinions,
1o avoid the slight danger 10 which the manifes'ed disp'easure
e

Xposes s

Mr. President, for three days I have endeavored here, as
chairman of ‘the commities to which the Senate referred cer-
tain questions, to report them back. For three days I have

endeavored 1o re o8 amended in committee, a bill which
had passed the and was entitled to the action of the
Senste. Euach' day the morning business has been dispensed

with, and & baughty majority, disregarding alike the usual
form of procesding snd the wi'ulm of the minority, bave co-

[ erced the immediste consideration of their favorite messure,

And now, in the ex hours of the session, though every
‘wailing 10 be passed, we sre driven on-

;r]ﬂi “&mlnudhnto the river mdd harbor
v 2 our opposition will be withdrawn to
E:"“"h'm"f the necessary appropristion bills > Or
they still rely on our dresd of popular censure *  8ir, if |
stood bere slone, and bad the power to check the paseage of
that bill, though the thunderbolt of all the indignation which
has been foretold were levelled at my head, [ would meet it
I woald be found, if it were
for me, slone to defest such a corropt scheme for
us this, and would Jeave it 1o otbers to count the cost.

Inthis, [ am assured, is but expressed the feeling of others
with whom [ am associated. These who agree with me that
if the friends of this Administration are willing to embarrass
it; if they are williog to paralyze it for the future ; if they
are willing to drive it to the call of an extra session—a mea-
sure which sacrifices e Administration brought to that ne-
cessity—Ilet them do it. If we must sacrifice our constitutional
opinions in order to prevent them from involving the country
and embarrassing the Government, an intelligent will
assign to each the just sbare of the responsibility for whatever
results may ensue. Let the Government stop, if thus only
the constitution can live. They with whom i is & measure
of local benefit; they with whom it is s mere question of ex-
Rdienny;l.heyh;ulhopowuw desist from this straggle.
e, with whom it is a matter of principle, have not. I will
not, if every l'splomiuﬁ.on bill should fail ; I will not, though
the fumctions of the Government should be suspended, though
the navy have to be ordered home, and the army disbanded,
and the ships snd fortifications dismantled. I will not surren-
der the sacred principles involved, according to wy belief, in
the case, as it is now made up in the Benate. It is time that
muhdﬂbﬂd on the sapposition that the minority are
med at the weight of their ility, should cesse, and
that members should ask themselves whether or not they are
willing to close the session without providing the means to
carry on the Government ? ’
L'waid of this bill on last Satorday what I believed (o be its
wrue character. To-day I wished to be silent. [ waa pre-
But [ am not, be-

s et S
As stated on Ssturday, I believe that this bill -

guestion which bas so Jong divided our countrymen into two
great political parties. I consider that now we stand upon
grouad marked the foundation of this Union by po-
litical strife, the opposing theories of latitadinous and strict
construetion. Moreover, that we are now (o meet the propo-
sition whether, in a time of profound peace and unexampled
cominercial prosperity, we shall lay the foundation of = na-
tional debt, with all its corrupting influences, until we follow
the steps of our aucestors of Great Britain, and load the la-
:iri.qg masses with oppressive taxation to support a favored

ass.

Mr. PEARCE, If the Senator from Mississippi will with-

draw his appeal, I will move to Iay the bili upon the table.
. MANGUM. Can it be withdrawn ?

The PRESIDENT. The yeas and nays have been orders
ed, and without general consent it cannot be withdrawn.

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. [ was quite willing to with-
draw the appeal, for the purpose of permitting the Senator to
move to lay the bill upon the table. I am anxious that the
means of supporting this Governmentishall be supplied with-
out the extraordinary expense of an extra session. Iam
anxious, #o far as within me lies, to pass the regular aprro-

ristions bills and avom embartassment {o the Administration.

olitical relations are subordinate in my mind to the duty of
my station, and [ intend that the responsibility shall rest upon
those to whom it belongs. I. for one, will not bear a single
atom of that odium which must gitach to those who defeat the
appropriation bills, in order that they may carry over the heads
of those who have constitutional objections a measure which
will sppropriate dollars and cents to the local or party interests
with which they are most closely connected. I am prepared
at any time to waive this question of appeal, if the Senate is
prepared to proceed to its legitimate business—if it is prepared
to cease from the discussion of s disputed power and exercise
that conferred upon them by pre-existing laws. I hold that
s0 long as this river and harbor bill is forced upon our consi-
deration, that we have a right to discuss it as fully as those
bave done whoare its peculiar friends. That we have a right
to present our case fairly before the country, and to exhibit
those who are responsible fur the defeat of the appropriation
bills in their true light. It is no new question, and it must
have been foreseen, when at the eleventh hour of this session
the bill was introduced, that the State-rights Democrats of the
Senate would resist this assumption of power by the Federal
Government. - Foreseeing this, [ ask why it was forced upon
us when only two days were left, and all the important ap-
propriation bills were yet to be considered ! Are they who
resist, or they who force us to resistance, 1esponsible for the
consequences that may follow ! I am willing to risk the judg-
ment of my constituents and of the whole country on that

invue. :

Mr. PHELPS. I feel bound to spologize to the Senate for
having involved them in this debate. Permit me to say that
my only object was to put an end to the proceeding, which I
thought was tedious to the whole Senate. I admit that I have
been extremely unfortunate, and if [ were to remain bere
much longer, I think I should be extremely careful how I at-
tempted to save the time of the Senate. Permit me to ray,
and I think I may say it with truth, that romething like an
hour was spent in the reading of that document, and no human
being that I am aware of, in this chamber, was listening to it.
Well, sir, when this sort of—I will not call it discourtery,
because it would not be parliamentary if I did—but when we
bave the reading of documents which occupy an hour and a
balf or two hours, is & gentleman, because he chooses to ask
that the reading may be dispensed with, to be charged with
interfering with the freedom of debate ? I do not know that
the Senator from Missiesippi will hear me, but I should be very
much gratified if he will tell me whether he listened to the
reading of that document at all ?

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. No, sir, I could not hear'it ;
the talking was so great [ could not hear. I coucede so muc
to the Senator from Vermont, But with the deep interest [
have in the subject, if I had not read it myself before, [ should
have drawn up nearer to the Secretary and heard it. 1 had
read it before.

Mr. PHELPS. The Senator is very frank in answering
my question. If he did not hear it, or did not choose to lis-
ten, why ehould he object to my motion to suepend the
reading !

* Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi. It was that (hose who had
not read it should know what there was in it. I took it for
granted that the honorable Senator from Vermont had not
that interest in the mouth of the Mississippi which would lead
him to read the report of the engineer who was sent there,
and [ wanted him to hear it before he was calledto act on the
amendment.
Mr. PHELPS. 1 want to know again, can the Senator
tell me of any body that did listen ?
Mr. FOOTE. I did, and wae very much interested. I
have s*ated that before.
After some farther debate, the quesiion was taken upon the
appeal from the decision of the Chair upon the motion of the
Senator from Vermont to suspend the further reading of the
re| . wi!l;'lhs ﬁollurl; result : il B
AS—Memrs. At Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor-
land, Bright, Cass, Chn:,‘hr’« Clay, Cooper, Davis, of
Massachusetts, . of Wisconsin, Dodge, of lows, Doug-
Ins, E'inq_ Feloh, Greene, Hale, Jones, Mangum, Miller,
Morton, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Pratt, Rantoul, Seward,
Shields, Smi'h, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wulker, and
Whitenmb—36.
NAYS—Menrs. Berrien, Butler, Clemens, Davis, of Mis-
sissippi, Duwson, Downs, Houston, Rhett, Rusk, Soule, Tur-
ney, Yulee—I2.
8o the decision was sustained. 3 ?
The question then recurred upon the motion to suspend the
furtber reading of the report.
M:. CLEMENS. [Iask the yeas and nayson that question.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
Mr. PEARCE. Before the vote is taken by yeas and
nays, [ think it will be in order for me to move to lay the bill
upon the table. We have long been engnged in a fruitless
siruggle. That muset be apparent to every one. The ma-
jority ure exasperated with the minority because they seek by
delay to defeat s measure which they cannot defeat by any
other means. The minority are exasperated with the ma-
jority b they persist in ing a bill which the
minori?. by means of delay, have it in their power to de-
feat. [t is evident that the result of this strife of parties will
be that the ordinary and necesrary business of the session
must be neglected, the machinery of the Government must

g

the army and navy, turn out of
cerry and confine himself to the

expense, the embarraszment, snd the inconvenience of an

Congress out of the regular time. Who can tell how many
evils this may bring upon the cowatry > And shall we not alj
incur & measure of responeibility ! [t will be in vain for the
minority to attempt to throw the whole measure of 8i-
bility upon the majority ; and [ fear it will be idle for the
majority to sttempt to throw it all upon the minority. [ am
not sure that the country will not hold all in some re-
sponsible for the consequences of this strife—a strife useless
and vain, which cannot result in any beneficial scilon, and
which o only result in evil.

Even now the spectacle which we presentis not that of the
study, barmonious, and beneficisl sction of & Gov
ernment, self-poised and regular, but rather ¢ spectacie of aner-
chy—a rpectacle which might well incline men 1o doubt
whether we have not made some mistake in the form of gov-
ernment which we have adopied, of whose sdmirsble results
we have bitherto been so prowd. 1 know the responsibility I
incur when | make this motion, bot 1 must not aveid it, snd

-8

f

be stopped ; those bil's upon which the Government depends | of the session di
for support mast he thrown out, and the President of the | the gentlemen ;
United States, after a few short months, must either disband | the sppropriation bills to help force it through. [ tell them
wmw many civil offi- | this bill must fail, and the appropr
collection of revenue at the | this session must ¢lose without their being passed, if this course
different ports of entry, or he must subject the couniry to the | is

es, M m,
ml.l.ﬁnpnhn‘ Seward, Shield
wood, Upham, Vllu,Wa.lhr.a:.d
8a the motion was not agreed to.

Mr. SOULE. I bad not concluded my rematks. I um-

derstand the question has not been decided upon the subjecs

R
was taken, on o

PO Lt Lo ;

: o :
Miller, %mm g
3pnun'u. Underwood, Upbam,
comb—27.
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bllhz

ales, Walker, and Whis-
Clemens, Davis, ot

Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Fool win, Houston, King,
N D R e s, To
ney, and Yulee—I19.

Bo the further reading was dispensed with.

Mr. SOULE. When the reading of the report was suws
pended there remsined but three pages to be gone through ;
and those three pages contained the conclusions drawn from:
the facts established in what preceded. Among other things
recommended in them was an expenditure of one hundred and
thirty thousand dollars, which the learned and skilful engineer
considered would be amply sufficient to eable the Govern-
ment to purchase the necessary machines and beats to be used-
in the prosecution of the work, and to complete the first
ening.  Anannual expenditure of forty thousand dollars wou
then be required to keep the passes open, snd to afford a chan-
nel with a depih of twenty feet through their whole extent.

I will not insist longer on this Yopic. I bad announced,
upon introducing my amendment, that I would confine myself
to the reading of the report. - I now redeem my pledge, and
coneent that n vote be taken without any further remark.
from me.

Mr. DOWNS. [ have abstained through this dsy frony’
taking up any of the time of the Senate. I wish to avoid it,
if possible ; bur, inasmuch as it seems o be on both:
sides of this struggle to show where the resp ility ought to
lie, and as the experience of the last two days shows that we
are to do no more business, but talk, I think it is just as well
that I should talk as others. 1T therefore depart from that rule
which I have pursued this day, and during the discussion on
this suhject, and wish to offer some remarks on this amend-
ment. [ do it because I think the amendment just and pro-
per ; and, in addition to that, I do it because I think it isa fair
subject 1o illustrate the character of this bill, and the manner
in which it iu to be carried through. :

Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise to make & speech, but to say
that I shall act on the principle which has guided my conduct
to-day and for several days heretofore, and endeavor, as far as
possible, not to consume any time in useless debate. This is
an important proposition, and embraces the interests of the
State of Mississippi as well as of the Btate of Louisians. We
live very near the mouth of the river, and it so happens that
although for the State of Louisiana & considerable appropris-
tion has been made, yet in this bill not one single appropria-
tion is made for the Biate of Mississippi. Any one who wil)
look at the map will see that there is no better watered State
than Mississippi. The Yazoo, the Tallahachie, the Big Black,
the Yalabushs, and other rivers are navigable for many hun-
dred miles by steamboats. It eeems that those who framed
'this bill never looked at thé map of the State of Mississippi.
They have wholly neglected her rivers and her claims. In
the munificence of the Giovernment, we are trealed with cool
contempt, and are expected to bargain our interest in Ihe gen-
eral funds of the Government for what may be called & mess
of pottage, for the little appropriation made for the great Mis-
sissippi river. If we were in sn attitude to be bought vp,
this appropriation is surely too small to accomplish that ob-
ject.  But I believe I may say for my cmstituents that they
are not in such an attitude ; they cannot be induced either by
appropriations of land or money to violate their sense of pro-
priety and the principles which have been so long endeared teo
them.

I did not fecl at liberty to say less than this, and [ will not
say more, because [ am unwilling to consume the Lime of the
Senate unnecessarily. I do hope that after a while the frienda
of the bill will become u little reasonable, and, yielding to the
exigencies of the moment, will act on the appropriation bills

h | and the various important treaties before us.

The question being taken on Mr. Bouse's mdmﬁlb’
yeas and nays, resulted as follows :

YEAS—Memrs. Berrien, Clemens, Davis, of Hilﬂm&;&',
Dawson, Downs, Foote, Houston, King, Morton, Rusk, i

and Yolee—12.

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor-
land, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Ch& Cooper, Davis, of
Massachusetts, Dickinson, Dodge, of Wisconsin, g
lows, Ewing, Feleh, Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris,
Pearce, Pratt, Rantoul, Seward, Smith, Spruance, S;T,
Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whiteom

Bo the amendment was rejected.

T'ue honorable SBenator from Kentucky seems to suppose it
is unfair or presumptuous in what he calls the minority to op-
pose this bill against the . But, even admitting thas
there is & majority in favor of this bill, which I do not admit,
still the minority have rights. - They bavearightto be heard 5.
they have a right to express the ressons why they objeet to-
this bill ; and they have a right to endeavor to il =
much as possible, to avoid the evilsin it. So far from being
unfair on their part, it would be unfair for the majority, if they
had the power, to force through silently such a bill, withous
the minority having any power to expose the enormities of the
bill iteelf. ~That is what I want to do, end itis what [ intend 10
do. | am inclined to think it is & very strong argument againes
the bill. It shows there is sometbing in it which will not
bear the test of scrutioy and examioation ; romething in" i
that its friends sre not willing to expose to the public gase, .
when they have abstained through 4 long session, and' bave
waited until two days of the end of the short session, and theny
cut off other business and force it upon us, so anxious arethey
to bring it to a conclusion, with a sort of mechanical
When we have proposed to lsy down this bill, for the
of taking up others of greal importance, which it would take
but a few momen's to complete, they will not consent even to-
that. They will not permiteven the important postage bil) 1o
be coneidered for a moment, for the purpose of concurring in
the samendments agreed to by the House. They will not
mit it, because they mean to have it all theirown way.
them have it, if they will. But of one thing | will essure
them, that so long as there is so large a minority this bill wild
tiot pass ; nor, as the Senntor from says, il there
is but one to it, will it be passed until its enormities
auexpondlom world, st least 50 far a8 it can be done
during the little remnant of the session. Tt will not be our
fault if the wppropristion bills are lost in consequence of this
coarse, We have “offered, and we now offer, if
you will permit these bills to be wkea up, to passthem inthe
shortest possible time, as soon as they can be resd over, snd
then come to this bill after we get the indispensable business

of. But this p on does mot suit
y want (o force it throngh, and they want

iation bills must fail, and

bhin; the position of this matter, there could be no

extra session of Congrees. Legislatures, perhaps, must be | better illustration of the enormity of this bill than the fact:
called together, to pass laws for the election of members of | that it is altempted to force it through now—foc the idew i

RO% to the bill but to pass it witheut amendment.
Wl::,uﬂ s:n-y them the privilege «f passing it when the
other business is disposed of. They huve brought it in, and
they expeet us to voss for it with all its injustics. - Let me
ive & rample of the injustice which in contsined in the bill.
hh purpotts to be a work for public improvements. - You
are told by the Senator from Kentucky that it is necessary fox
the grest West—the valiey of the llui.”m. If any por-
tion of the Union is entitled to such appropriations, tbe valley
of the Mississippi is so entitled. But this bill begine at the-
wrong end. ho ever heard before thet you would begim
with the branches of the river for the purpose of
it, and jeave the mouth up’ But here is & bill in
which the Tennesses, the and the Atksosss are 10
be improved up to their extreme branches, without sny limit.
as to the extent. Without questioning the propriety of that;.
we ray that these improvements are comparatively insignifi--
cant while the cemmunication is cut off below. We propose:




